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REVIEW 

O  F    T  H  E 

Short    History 

O    F 

PRIME  MINISTERS. 

IT  muft  be  allowed,  that  fince  the  Con^ 
queji^  there  never  was  an  Oppofition  to 
any  KtJig,  or  any  Mmijiry^  more  inde- 
fatigably  fupported,  than  that  which  is  at 
prelent  tnaintainM  againft  thofe  ^\\o  are\ 
and,  which  is  their  great  Crime,  have  been 
fo  long  trufted  with  the  Adtniniftration  of 
publick  Aftairs.  Among  the  many  Attacks 
they  have  fuftain'd,  and  the  Multitude  of 
Political  Mines  which  have  been  fprung 
againft  them,  none  hath  fo  muchdifappoint- 
ed  their  Antagonifts,  as  that  they  have  not 
been  able,  by  the  Examples  quoted  from 
Britijh  Hijlory,  to  alter  the  Difpofition  of 
their  Trtnce,  or  fufficiently  inflame  the 
Minds  of  the  Tecfle  ■  either  would  have 
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openM  them  a  Road  to  Tower ^  and  till  that 
be  effeded,  they  are  determin'd  never  to  be 
at  quiet. 

It  has  been  often  advanced  by  the  Advo- 
cates on  that  fide  of  the  Queftion,  That  a 
continual  Oppolltion  againjt  the  Meafures 
furfued  by  any  Miniftry  whatever^  is  t^he 
fiirefl  Means  of  freferving  Liberty  to  the 
Subje8: ;  and  therefore  a  Praftice  always 
juftifiable,  as  tending  to  the  Good  of  the 
State.  Whether  this  be  fo  or  not,  I  fhall 
not  at  prelent  attempt  to  enquire  ;  but  one 
Thing  I  will  venture  to  affert^  that  no 
'Principle  but  this  can  ever  juftify  the  pre- 
fent  Malecontents^  N"3y?  I  can  with  Juflice 
go  further,  and  affirm,  no  TraSiice  could 
ever  have  done  fo  much  Honour  to  the/r^r 
fent  Adminijlration  ;  fince  it  is  raanifeft,  n'b- 
thing  but  the  %)prightnefs  of  their  Conduit 
could  have  fuflained  the  reiterated  Affaults 
of  a  powerful  and  invenorn^ d^2iz!i\<:>xi. 

That  h.^."^"^^  Freedom^  v/hich  we  enjoy  un* 
der  the  beft  Conjiitntion  that  ever  exifted, 
hath' opened  a  wide  Gate  for  whatever  could 
be  fuggefted  to  the  Prejudice  of  thofe  in 
Tower  ;  I  mean,  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs^ 
which  never  was  flrained  farther  tlian  with- 
in tliefe  /even  Years  lail  paff.  I  do  not 
mention  this  with  the  ieail  Viev/  of  fetting 
fach  a  Pradice  in  a  Light,  which  might 
make  it  feem  jull  or  neceifary  to  relfraiii  it  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  effential  to  the 
N^itto7i\  Safety,  becaufe  it  affords  them  the 
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bed:  Means  of  judging  of  the  Covd'ttmt  their 
Affairs  are  in.  And  I  am  tlie  more  zealous 
for  the  Support  of  this  Liberty^  from  my 
being  perfuaded  that  while  the  Majority  of 
Britons  remain  cool  and  candid  Judges  of 
the  contending  Tarties  Merits,  they  will 
ever  continue  dutiful  Subjects  to  their  Kingy 
and  entertain  a  proper  Senfe  of  that  Baffin 
7iefs  which  is  derived  to  them  from  his  Ad- 
miniftration.  From  thefe  Confiderations,  I 
am  a  Friend  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs ; 
and  from  thefe  Confiderations  only,  have 
I  on  this  Occafion  been  tempted  to  em-- 
floy  it* 

That  Hijiory  afi-brds  the  beft  Lejfons  to 
Toliticiansy   is  acknowledged   by  all  who 
have  difcoursM  on  the  SubjeQ: ;   and  that 
the  Englijh  Hiftory  ought  to  be  thoroughly 
fludied  by  Englijh  Men^  was,  if  I  milfake 
not,  a  Point  tolerably  well  known  before  it 
was  inculcated  by  the  Craft/man,     I  mufl 
own,  indeed,   that   Mr.   U'Anvers'^s   Cor- 
refpondents  and  Ajfociates  have  given  us  re- 
peated Proofs  of  their  reading  in  this  way; 
they,  in   the  beginning  of  their  LeBures^ 
extraflied  from  it  various  Chara6fers  at  full 
length;  fuch  as  Buckingham^  and ^<?^//^>'s. 
Afterwards  the  learned,  judicious,  and  im- 
partial Mr.  Oldcaftle  prefented  us  with  a 
Set  of  "Dijfcrtations  on  Rapines  Hiltory, 
which  were  wonderfully  applauded  by  his 
Pupils ;  and  by  others,  thought  rather  ma- 
licioHs  Reflet  ion  s^  than  Obfervations  found- 
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ed  on  FaEls,  But  thefe  EJfays  for  reviving 
Confujion  proving  utterly  ineffedual,  the 
frefent^  it  feems,  has  been  thought  a  con- 
venient Seafin  for  a  new  Attempt  in  the 
fame  way  ;  and  thereupon,  {omQ^Vuder-Ju- 
thor  has  been  fet  at  work  to  make  and  pub- 
lifh  an  Extra6i  of  all  that  could  bemufter'd 
up  on  this  Head  ;  and  he  has  prefented  it  to 
us  accordingly,  under  the  Title  of  A  Short 
Hiftory  of  Prime  Ministers  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  Intent  of  this  laboured  Performance, 
as  the  Author  himfelf  lets  it  forth,  is  to 
ihew,  that  a  Monfter^  call'd  a  Trime  Mini- 
fter^  and  who  is  the  Fore-runner  of  Tyran- 
ny ;  or,  as  it  is  there  exprefs'd  (a  little  ob- 
fcurely,  I  think)  ^.preliminary  Tyrant  was^ 
is,  and  will  be  fuch  a  Bugbear^  as  the  Bri- 
tijh  Nation  cannot  bear  the  Sight  of:  That 
our  Conftitution  mufl  tremble  at  his  Af^ 
f  roach ;  our  Liberty  be  in  danger  whenever 
he  appears ;  our  Trade  fly  before  him  ;  and, 
in  a  word,  common  Senfe  and  common  Honejiy 
muft  quit  the  Kingdom,  the  very  Inftant  this 
fame  Trime  Mtnifter  fets  his  Foot  in  it. 
"  Behold,  Britons  !  this  tremendous  Mon- 
"  fter^  which  only  can  fwallow  up  your  Pri- 
"  vi leges  ;  remember  that  he  is  to  be  perfe- 
"  cuted  with  univerfal  Antipathy  ;  that 
"  your  Anceflors  never  gave  him  ^larter?'* 

Thus  far  the  Author. Let  me  add  this 

Caution.  Don't  fall  to  worrying,  till  you're 
lure  'tis  a  Tri'me  Minijter, 

It 
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It  is  no  difficult  thing  to  perceive,   that 
all  the  Writer^  Artifice  is  exerted  in  order 
to  confound  the  Words  Trime  and  Evil 
Minifteir^  ib"«as  to  make  them  pals  tor  fyno« 
nomous  Terms  ;   lor   could  that   be   once 
brought  about,  it  would  require  no  more 
than  to  call  any  of  his  Majeftfs  Council  his 
Trime  Minifter^  and  the  Perfon  muft,    iffo 
faSio^  commence  fuch  a  Monfter  as  has  been 
purfued  by  the  Publick  State,   at  leall  fmce 
the  Days  of  JVilliatn  the  Conqueror,    Their 
late  Succefs  in  impofing  a  Change  m  colledt- 
-ing  the  'Duties  on  two  Commodities  on  the 
People  for  a  gejieral  Excife  has  made  therti 
ia  fojiguine^  that  they  fancy  the  fame  may  be 
pratlifed  again  with  equal  Facility,  and  then 
by  the  lielp  of  this  Scheme  their  Work  were 
done.     For  all  the  good  Teo^Ie  of  England^ 
as  this  very  learned  Gentleman  has  Pnewn, 
are,   from   an  innate  Implacability  derived 
from  Eat  her  to  Sou^  bound  to  rife  as  one 
Man,    and  fome-how  or   other  rid  them- 
felves  of  this  Monjler  ;  and  in  cafe  it  fliould 
lo  happen,  that  they  (liould  fall  into  any  DiP 
pute  about  the  Method^  the  ingenious  Com^ 
filer  of  this   humane  Treatife  adds  at  the 
end  of  his  Tamflet^^  LiftoiT)eaths  forthein 
to  pick  and  chufe  out  of;  and,   to  foive  all 
Difficulties,     has    put   Sturdy    BhiGGARs 
down  in  the  Clafs  of  Executioners,  for 
which  thofe,  who  of  late  are  grown  fond 
of    the  Title^     will    doubtlefs     give    hira 
Thanks, 

^  Thif 
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This  judicious  Perfon  goes  on  next  to 
aflign  the  Reafons  why  the  Englijh  Nation 
have^  do^  and  ought  to  exert  their  utmofi:  A- 
verfion  againft  Trime  Minijiers-,  and  tho'  I 
confefs,  there  be  no  Caufe  at  prefent  for  an- 
fvvering  this  part  of  his  Performance,  be- 
caufe  I  know  none  to  whom  in  any  degree 
of  Propriety  that  Title  can  be  given  ;  yet 
I  cannot  forbear  remarking  what  odd  Argu- 
ments thefe  People  pitch  on  to  prove  fuch 
Parodoxes  as  they  think  fit  to  maintain  for 
the  Amufement  of  the  Populace.  "  When 
"  a  Number  of^r^^^  Men  join  (fays  our  Au- 
^^  thor)  they  draw  with  them  a  large  Body 
"  of  the  Nation,  and  cannot  therefore  aft, 
"  but  upon  Principles  that  may  preferve  to 
,*^  them  their  Popularity  amongft  their  Fel- 
"  low-Subjefts.""  After  extolling  this  Form 
of  Rule  extravagantly  :  "  Reverfe  (fays  this 
"  wife  Perfon)  this  noble  Profpeft,  and  be- 
"  hold  the  Power  of  many  Minifters  fhrunk 
''  up  into  the  Fift  of  one  ambitious  Man." 
''  (  i.  e.  a  Prime  Minister)  He  can  have 
"  no  perfonal  Interefl  to  draw  any  Numbers 
*'  along  with  Him,  and  muft  therefore  have 
^''  recourfe  to  corrupting  our  Manners^  in  or- 
"  der  to  corrupt  our  Votes.'*''  All  this  I  con- 
fefs, is  a  kind  of  Reafoning  not  a  little  with- 
out my  Comprehenfion. 

For  to  a  Man  of  ordinary  Judgment,  as  I 
take  it,  it  will  feem  much  more  probable 
that  a  Junto  o{Mmifters^  each  having,  as  the 
Author  fuppofcs,  a  large  perfonal  Iritcreft-, 
i  and 
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and  a  great  Number  of  Dependants  clofely 
linked  to  his  Service,  fliould  attempt  tocn- 
creaie  their  Authority  beyond  legal  Bounds, 
than  a  fingle  Man  without  any  confiderable 
Strength,andwho  might  thence  be  rationally 
expeflted  to  ad  with  greater  Care  and  Cir- 
cumfpedion.  I  do  not  fay  this  as  an  Advo- 
cate for  z/o/e  Mimfter^  but  I  advance  it  by 
way  of  Argument,  and  I  could  adduce  many 
Inftances  to  prove  it :  The  Triumvirates  of 
Tomfey^  defar^  and  Crajfus^  and  of  0£ia- 
viusy  Antony  and  Lepidus^  put  it  abfolute- 
ly  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Romans  to  ef- 
cape  Slavery  ;  if  thefe  Confederacies  had 
never  been  made,  the  Friends  of  Liberty 
would  have  been  too  ftrong  for  any  fmgle 
Pretender  ;  but  their  Conjundion  riveted 
the  Chain  on  the  People,  and  what  hap- 
pened afterwards  was  only  changing  Three 
Mafters  for  One. 

Thefe  worthy  Reafons  for  eftablifhing  an 
Oligarchy  being  fufficiently  infilled  on,  our 
Author  proceeds  to  ran/acking^  as  himfelf 
very  juftly  terms  it,  the  Brittjh  Hijiory^  in 
order  to  prove  by  Record  the  continued  Ha- 
tred of  the  Nation  to  this  'Fhano?ne?ion^ 
which  he  has  thought  fit  to  drefs  up  and  call 
a  Pkimf.  Minister.  With  what  view 
this  Detail  has  at  this  jundurc  been  puflied 
into  the  World,  the  Work  itfelf  fufficiently 
declares,  and  (tands  in  need  of  no  Innuendoes 
to  explain  it.  But  the  Fallhoods,  Forge- 
ries,   and  Mifreprefentations  which  it  con- 
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tains,  renders  it  neceflary  to  examine  It  par- 
ticularly ;  becaufe  honeft  and  good  Men 
may  other  wife  be  miflead,and  miftake  Kings 
for  Tyrants  ;  Tubl'tck  BenefaHorsJiox:  Tray^ 
tors  to  the  Teople  ;  and  the  mo  ft  T em k ions 
Efiemies  to  the  State^  for  Zealous2ind  ^if- 
tnterefied  Tatriots,  With  this  Intent  we 
fhall  follow  him  ftep  by  ftep  thro'  the  feve- 
ral  Reigns  from  the  Conqueft  to  the  Reflora- 
tion^  and  leave  our  Readers  to  judge  with 
what  Candor  he  has  given  them  a  fliort  Ac- 
count of  the  Single  Article  of  Trime  Mini^ 
fters  through  that  Period. 

But  previous  to  this,  it  will  be  needful 
to  fettle  the  true  Meaning  of  thofe  Terms 
which  both  he  and  I  make  frequent  Ufe  of, 
viz.  Minifter^  Trimc  Mini  ft  er^  and  Favour 
rite.  The  firft,  according  to  its  natural  Im- 
port, means  no  m.ore  than  a  Servant^  and 
in  the  Courfe  of  tliefe  Pages  is  taken  for  a 
Servant  employed  by  the  Trince  in  Matters 
oi  State^  i.  e,  in  difcharge  of  Duties  he  owes 
his  People,  ^rime  Minijler  is  a  Servant^ 
in  whom  his  Prince,  from  an  high  Opinion 
of  his  Capacity  and  Integrity,  places  a  fe- 
tuliar  Confidence.  A  Favourite  is  one  rai- 
fed  from  the  King's  Elleem  of  his  Terfon. 
When  thefe  make  an  ill  Ufe  of  the  Tcwer 
with  which  they  are  invefted,  they  become 
Evil  Minijler s^  and  Minions  dangerous  to 
their  Maftcr,  in  as  much  as  they  are  Pelfs  to 
his  People,  and  fuch  as,    after  due  Proof  of 
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their  Crimes,  the  Englijh  have  hardly  endu- 
red. 

William  the  firft^  furnamed  the  Conque^ 
ror^   was,  as  Rapn^    and   the  bell  of  our 
own  Htftor'tans  have  obferved,   a  Prince  of 
a  ftern,  fiirpicious  and  implacable  Temper  ; 
he raifed  Odo^  his  Half-brother,  to  x.\\^B'iJhof^ 
rick  of  Bayeaux  in  Normandy^  and,   when 
he  returned  into  his  Tiutchy  after  the  fubdu- 
ing  of  England^  he  appointed  this  Odo  and 
another.  Regents  here  in  his  Abfence.  Their 
Behaviour  during  their  continuance  in  Power 
was  correfpondent  to  his  own,  that  is,  they 
fqueezed,  harrafled,  and  opprcfTcd  the  poor 
Englijh^    till  they  made  them  rebel  :  The 
King  thereupon  returniflg  from  Normandy 
fpeedily  quafhed  thofe  Stiis,  but  he  did  not 
punifh  the  Regents  y   on  the  contrary,  the 
Htftorians  fay  he  approved  of  all  they  did  ; 
and  Rapin  obferves,    that  if  they  had  not 
been  fure  of  fuch  Approbation,  they  would 
not  have  afted  as  they  did.     But  IViUtam 
from  this  time  hated  his  new  Subjedls,  revi- 
ved the  Tax  called  T>anegelt^    and  contri- 
ved every  method  polfible  to  bring  them 
low.     About  fixteen  Years  afcer,  this  Odo, 
who  was  now  become  Earl  of  Kent  and, 
had  amalfed  Wealth  enough  to  afpire  to  the 
'Papacy^  caufed  the  greatell  part  of  it  to  be 
put  on  board   a  Fleet  at  the  Ifle  of  Wigbt^ 
and  taking  with  him  fuch  Normans^  as  had 
particularly  depended  upon  him,   attempted 
tiom  thence  to   fail  into  Italy  \    but   the 
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winds  proving  contrary,  gave  the  Ki/^g  time 
to  come  over,  and  at  once  feize  him  and  all 
that  he  had ;  which  when  he  had  done,  he 
fent  him  dole  Trifoner  to  a  Caftle  in  Kor- 
tnandy^  where  he  continued  till  the  Coftque^ 
ror^s  Death.  The  Amount  of  all  this  is,  that 
a  wicked  avaricious  Prince  put  it  in  the 
power  of  his  Half-brother,  by  Oppreflion, 
to  raife  an  exorbitant  Fortune,  in  the  En- 
joyment of  which  he  proteQ:ed  him  againft 
the  Voice  of  the  Kation^  until  he  found  an 
Opportunity  of  feizing  all  to  himfelf.  What 
this  has  to  do  with  the  prefent  State  of 
Things,  let  the  Craftfman  or  his  Corefpon- 
^ents  make  out  if  they  can. 

William  the  fecond  (fays  the  Author 
of  thQjhort  Hiftory)  was,  according  to  our 
HifiorianSy^LVrince  of  a  fierce  and  avaricious 
Temper.  I  admit  that  and  more,  for  the 
beft  Authors  agree  in  making  him  a  Mo- 
narch of  mea?i  Capacity  and  ma^ij  Vices ;  and 
yet  even  this  Kmg^  as  our  Author  allows, 
might  have  retained  the  AjfeEitons  of  his 
Teofle.  Rapin  tells  us  how  :  "  It  was 
"  obferved  with  Pleafure  that  he  affefted  to  be 
*'  governed  by  the  Counfcls  of  Lanjranc^ 
*'  who  was  univerfally  efteemed  and  beloved. 
*'  It  was  chiefly  the  Refpecl  he  at  firfi:  paid 
*'  this  wife  Counfellor^  that  filled  the  Eng- 
"  lijh  with  the  hopes  of  a  happy  Change 
"  in  their  Fortunes."  So  that  it  feems  the 
National  Hate  was  not  in  thofe  early  Days 
bent  againft  Prime  Minister?,  who  were, 

and 
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and  may  be  of  great  Benefit  to  the  Tublkk  ; 
but  againft  Evil  Minijiers  and  Evil  Mea- 
fures^   which  every  body  allows  were  pro- 
per  Objects  of  Refentment.      Bui  as  the 
Englijh  WQVQ  in  this  Reign  in  the  Intereftof 
the  Prime  Minister,  bccaufe  a  good  one; 
fo  their  AflFe£lion  for  Change  never  influen- 
ced them  as  to  him.   Their  kind  Wifhes  at- 
tended him  while  in  Tlace^  and  followed 
him  in  his  i^^^r^^^,  where  he  died  exceeding- 
ly lamented  both  by  the  Normans  and  Eng- 
///^,tho'  he  was  a  Foreigner  by  birth.  It  may 
feem  ftrange  to  fome,   that  this  Chara5ier 
fhould  be  omitted  in  the  Short  Hiftory^  but 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Candor 
ufually  fhewn  in  Tarty  Hiflories  will  be  at 
no  great  lofs  in  finding  out  the  Caufe.   It  is 
not  amazing,  that  fo  wicked  and  irrehgious 
a   Trince   as  King    William   the  Jecond^ 
who  retained  neither  the  Fear  of  God,   or 
Regard  of  Refutation^  fliould  be  able  from 
among  the  Scum  of  the  People  to  pick  up 
an  Inftrument  of  Opprellion  ;  the  Perlbn  he 
fixed  on  was  one  Ranulph  Flambart^  a  Man 
of  mean  Birth,whoma  little  before  hisDeatii 
he  made  Bijhop  of  T)urha7n^  and  of  whom 
we  fliall  have  occafion  to  ipeak  again  the 
next  Reign. 

Hf.nry  x\\q  firft  was  indifputably  a  great 
Prince,and  as  defer ving  of  Reputation  as  any 
Monarch  oF  his  Age.  But  the  Author  of  the 
Short  Hijiory  has  iinpofed  on  his  Readers  as 
to  what  he  fays  about  him  and  his  Conduct. 
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At  the  beginning  of  his  Reign  his  Title  was 
very  dubious^  not  to  fay  werfe ;  the  Nation 
were  juftly  provoked  againft  Ramdj^h  Bifhop 
oi^urham^  the  detefted  Minifter  of  the  late 
Prince  (as  Rafin  calls  him  ;)  aod  the  Great 
Council  of  the  Realm  directed  he  fliould  be 
imprifoned^  as  we  are  told  by  Matthew  Va- 
ris  ;  fo  that  this  was  really  a  judicial  A6^, 
founded  doubtlefs  upon  proofs  which  ought 
to  be  brought  before  any  Man  is  puniQied. 
As  to  Hetiry^s  governing,  as  the  Author  fets 
forth,  without  any  Prime  Minister,  it  is 
notorioufly  falfe ;  he  was  diretled  by  An/elm^ 
Archbifhop  of  Qanterbmy^  in  the  Entrance 
of  his  Reign;   and  it  was  the  Wifdom,  In* 
tegrity,  and  great  Intereft  of  this  Prime 
Minister  which  kept  the  Crown  on  his 
Mafter's  Head,    But   the  Author   of  the 
Short    Hifiory  has    invented   and   alTerted 
another  Fa £1  in  relation  to  this  King ;  becaulc 
the  Story  he  tells  might  be  of  fome  ufe  to 
the  Scheme  purfued  in  the  Pamphlet,    viz. 
That  when  one  of  his  own  Minijiry^  Ro- 
bert Earlof  MALLfcNTjhadbyhis  Conduct 
incurred  t\\QTeople*s  Hatred^  he  ftrlldifgra- 
ced  him,    and  then  (tripped  him  of  his  vaft 
Eilate  :    Whereas  the  Earl  of  Mallent 
loft  his  own  large  Fortune  for  attempting 
to  put  William  Crito,    the  Son  of  Ro- 
bert,  Duke  otNormafidy^    elder  Brother 
to  the  King,  in  PoflelTion  of  his  l^utchy. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  Life  he  ruled, 
as  far  as  we  can  learn^  without  Ministers, 

or 
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or  at  leaft  without  any  of  great  Note,  e)t-» 
Gepc  his  Natural  Children,  one  of  whom^ 
viz.  Robert  Earl  o^Glcnce/fer^  was  the  Per- 
fon  he  of  all  others  dQ^^nd^d  moll:  upon. 

King  Stephen  alcended  the  Throne  by 
the  Ele5fion  of  the  Teople^  who  were  in- 
fluenced thereunto  by  the  Clergy^  at  the 
Head  of  which  powerful  Body  was  Henry 
Bifhop  of  JVinchefter^  the  King's  Brother* 
The  Terms  however  upon  which  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Crown^  were  the  conceding 
large  Privileges  to  his  Barons^  who  fvvore 
conditionally,  as  long  as  the  King  main- 
tained his  Tromifes^  fo  long  were  they  to 
maintain  their  Loyalty,  Oaths  were  at  that 
time  too  frequent,  which  naturally  induced 
Pur  jury,  by  rendring  them  lefs  heedful  o£ 
thofe  folemn  Alfertions.  Wherefore,  before 
Stephen  was  well  fettled,  fome  of  themofl: 
forward  to  advance  him  went  over  to  the  Par- 
ty ot  Ma  u  d  his  Competitor,  who  claimed  by 
an  Hereditary  Right ;  the  Barons  turned  the 
Favours  the  King  had  done  them  to  his  Preju- 
dice, and  becaufe  he  would  not  iarisfy  the 
exorbitant  Requcfts  they  made,  a  Spu'it  of 
False  Patriotism  excited  manv  of  them 
to  diiiurb  the  Publick  Peace,  to  cake  Arms 
againil:  a  King  to  whom  they  were  bound 
by  Oathy  and  to  plunge  cheir  Cuuntry  into 
civil  Broils  and  BloodQied,  in  hopes  of  fa- 
tiating  their  Ambition  and  Avarice  by 
Bribes  from  one  or  other  of  the  Competitors. 
Henry  ^  BijGi)cp  olJVinchefierf.zxnQ.d  over  the 
C  Qlergy 
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C/^r0/ to  Maudes  Intereft,  becaufe  his  Bro' 
ther  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be.ome  inde- 
pendent, to  raife  Soveraignties  in  the  Coun- 
tries .where  they  refided.  This  infolent 
Trtefi  iummoned  King  Stephen  to  appear 
before  him,  and  an  Jjfembly  of  the  Clergy^ 
to  give  account  of  his  A6i;ions ;  this  his 
Brother  difdained,  but  fent  Alberic  de  Vere^ 
a  famous  Civilian,  who,  as  Rapin  tells  us, 
with  great  Boldnefs  maintained  the  Royal 
Caufe  againll:  thefe  Reverend  Rebels.  This 
King  is  recorded  to  have  had  another  Fa- 
vourite, one  IV'tll'tam  de  Tpre^  who,  when 
his  Mafter  was  in  Prifon  firmly  fupported 
the  little  Intereft  left  till  the  Pride  of  the 
Emprefs^wYiO  difobliged  the  Bifhop  of  IVin- 
chejier^\sutii  in  his  Power  toreftore  his  Maf- 
ter both  to  his  Liberty  and  Authority.  Such 
Favourites  as  thefe,  who  aflerted  the 
Honour  and  Safety  of  the  King  againft 
Male-contents  and  Rebels,  will  never  furc 
be  condemned  by  Men  of  the  fame  Princi- 
ples with  thofe  whom  they  oppofed  :  For 
which  reafon  one  is  named  and  cenfured 
without  ground  in  the  Short  Hiftory^  and 
the  other  not  mentioned  at  all. 

Henry  the  fecond  was  a  Monarch  of 
great  Capacity,  Courage,  and  Prudence ; 
he  made  choice  of:  Thomas  Becket^  a  Law- 
yer of  fome  eminence  at  the  Bar,  for  his 
Counfellor,  and  miade  great  and  conftant  ufe 
of  his  Counfels.  Thomas  affcded  vaif  Mag- 
nificence, and  kept  up;prodigious  Splendour, 

until 
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until  the  Archbijhoprick  of  Canterbury  be- 
coming vacant,  the  King  advanced  him  to 
that  high  Dignity,  not  doubting  but  that 
he  would  aO:  therein  very  obfequioufly. 
Thomas  immediately  changed  his  whole  Be- 
haviour, the  Royal  Favours  were  forgotten, 
and  the  Ambition  of  fetting  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  a  Party  againft  his  'Frince^  led  this 
haughty  Trelate  to  involve  the  Nation  in 
great  Calamities,  wherein  the  Khig  fliewed 
great  Meannefs  in  condefcending  to  enterin- 
to  various  Treaties  with  his  Subjects  and 
his  Creatures,  At  length  the  Infolence  of 
the  Tricft^  and  a  rafh  ExprefTion  from  the 
K'tng^  caufed  the  Archbijhop  to  be  murdered 
in  the  Chancel  of  his  Cathedral.  After  this, 
much  DiiTenfionenfued  between  King  Hen- 
ry and  Sons\  but  Rapn  takes  no  Notice  of 
Beckefs  having  fown  the  Seeds,  which  in- 
deed, I  think,  not  a  litile  improbable  ;  tho', 
to  fwell  the  JV'ickedncfs  of  this  Minister, 
as  he  is  improperly  ffyled  in  the  Short  Hif- 
tory^  this  Crime  is  very  confidently  laid  to 
his  Charge  ;  I  fay,  he  is  improperly  llyled  a 
Minister,  becaufe  he  refigned  the  Great 
Seal  as  foon  as  he  became  Archbijhop^  and 
fet  up  for  a  Defender  of  the  Rights  of  the 
Church  the  Moment  he  had  divclkd  him- 
felf of  his  Office  of  Chancellor ;  fo  that  on  the 
whole  he  may  rather  be  ranked  among 
False  Patriots,  than  among  Evil  Mi- 
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As  to  what  the  Author  of  the  Short  Hif" 
Tory  favs  of  the  Reign  of  R[ chard  the 
firft^  and  the  infolent  Behaviour  of  the  Bi- 
jhop  of  Ely^  I  admit  it  to  be  pretty  near 
the  Truth  ;  but  then  I  muft  put  the  Reader 
in  mind, that  thefeExorbitancies  were  com- 
mitted in  the  Abfence  of  the  King^  and  that 
as  ill  as  the  Bifloop  behaved,  he  was  fum- 
moned  before  an  Aifembly  of  the  Lords  in 
St.  Taul\  Church,  and  there  charged  with, 
and  convided  of  his  Crime?,  before  he  was 
imprifoned  or  puniflied,  or  fo  much  as  his 
Authority  taken  away  ;  fo  cautious  in  thofe 
pays  were  the  Teople  of  England^  and  fo 
tender  of  ftirring  without  Caiife. 

King  John  was  a  Prince,  whofe  Vices, 
and  want  of  Capacity  to  govern  well, 
brought  him  into  a  State  the  moft  deplora- 
ble a  King  could  poflibly  be  in.  Hubert 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  rendred  him 
eminent  Services  in  the  beginning  of  his 
Reign,  fettled  the  Minds  and  Affedions  of 
his  People,  and  at  his  Coronation  made  a 
Speech  which  gave  the  King  to  underifand 
he  held  his  Crown  from  the  EleBioji  of  his 
SubjeBs^  and  was  to  be  maintained  in  Pof- 
fefTion  of  it  by  their  Affe^mis  refulting 
from  his  ruling  according  to  his  Oath.  Al:- 
ter  this,  the  Archbijhop  oppofed  the  King's 
Meafures,  on  which  the  fVriter  of  the 
Short  Hijiory  Inferts  his  Name  among  tliofe 
he  has  dignified   with  the  Appellation  of 

Prime, 
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Prime,  /.  e.  of  Evil  Ministers.  But 
the  Author  mufl:  have  a  care  of  writing  at 
that  rate  ;  for  if  a  Minister's  thwarting 
his  Mailer  when  he  is  out  of  Place  intitles  him 
to  be  rank'd  in  the  Records  of  this  worthy 
Author  among  Prime  on  Evil  Mini- 
sters,   then  in  his  fecond  parr,   he  mufl; 

give  us ,    and ,   and •  as 

the  Tnblick  T efts  qH\\^  Nation^  during  the 
latter  part  of  iiis  Deceafed  Majeflys  Reign. 
As  to  the  aifedled  Character  of  John  Gray, 
the  Norfolk  Man,  it  is  not  very  juft  in 
itfelf,  and  if  it  be  intended  to  throw  any 
Dirt  on  that  County,  the  Hiftorians  who 
have  written  of  this  King  have  fully  wiped 
it  off,  by  obferving  that  it  was  the  only 
Part  of  the  King's  Dominions  where  his 
Majefty  thought  his  Perfon  fafe ;  wherefore 
he  chole  the  I'own  of  Lyn  for  his  Retreat^ 
fecured  there  his  Treafure  and  Regalia^ 
and  as  the  Reward  of  the  Loyalty  exprelfed 
by  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  he  made  it  a 
Mayor  Town,  and  gave  them  his  own 
Sword.  So  that  on  the  whole,  a  Norfolk 
Man  need  not  have  been  particularized  on 
this  Occafion  with  fo  much  Caution.  The 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  was  the  Coiinfcllor^ 
in  wliom  this  Yving  moil  confided,  who  in 
all  the  Changes  of  that  unfortunate  Teriod 
for  the  Engitjh  Glory,  was  conflantly  true 
to  his  Soveraign  and  to  his  Country^  is  how- 
ever 
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ever  omitted  in  this  Short  Hiflory^  his 
Chara6ler  and  Condud  not  at  all  agreeing 
with  the  T>ejign  of  that  fVork, 

The  Reign  of  HhNB.Y  the  third  affords 
much  Matter  of  Obfervation  to  the  Writer 
of  the  Short  Hiftory.  Hubert  de  Burgh, 
whom  he  mentions,  was  certainly  an  Evil 
Minifter^  and  guilty  of  OppreiTing  the  Peo- 
ple,  yet  he  fell  by  the  Kind's,  Refentment 
folely,  who  harralTed  him  exceedingly,  and 
would  have  put  him  to  Death  contrary  to 
Law,    The  Barons^  tho'  no  Friends  to  the 
Man^   did  not  like  fuch  a  Precedent,   and 
therefore  took  him  out  of  Cuftody  of  the 
i^/»^'s  Servants,  until  fuch  time  as  he  could 
anfwer  before  his  Teers^   which  he  did  fo 
clearly  as  to  efcape,  tho'  Henry ^  who  want- 
ed Money,  forced  him  to  buy  his  Peace, 
even  after  this,  at  the  Expence  o^  four  of  his 
beft  Eftates.     The  Bijhop  of  IVinchefter 
was  a  much  worfe  Minister,   a  Man  nei- 
ther of  Honefty  or  Humanity,   who  praQ:i- 
fed  every  mean  Thing  himfeif  to  get  Mo- 
ney, and  prevailed  on  a  very  eafy  Prince  to 
do  the  fame  ;  yet  the  Barons  oi  tliis  Realm 
fought  not  his   P.emoval  till  they  had  full 
Proof  of  his  Extortions,  when  indeed  they 
refufed  to  come  to  Tarliamejtt  before  the 
King  removed  him   and    his    Dependants. 
Henry   himfeif  was  an  ill  and  weak  Man, 
fo  that  nocwithftanding  thefe  Warnings,  he 
governed  afterwards  as  bad  as  ever,  until  at 

the 
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length  the  Barons^  being  able  to  bear  no 
longer,  refolved  to  free  themfelves  from 
thofe  PrefTurcs  uhder  which  they  had  (o  long 
groaned.  Their  General  Simon  Mon- 
ro rt,  Earl  ol  Leicefter^  had  indeed  been 
raifed  to  Honour  and  Eftate  by  the  Kin£s 
Bounty,  but  not,  as  the  Short  Htftory  feems 
to  infinuate,  from  a  low  and  mean  Begin- 
ning ;  for  this  Simon  was  fecond  Son  to  the 
famous  Earl  Montfort^  and  might  have 
been  advanced  in  France^  if  he  had  not 
chofen  to  dwell  here.  He  married  King 
Henry's  Sifter,  was  not  long  in  the  Kin^s 
Favour,headed  that  Party  which  oppofed  the 
King^s  Evil  Ministers,  and,  in  fighting 
againft  thofe  who  fupported  the  Royal  Au- 
thority^ loft  his  Life.  With  what  Juftice 
then  he  is  crowded  into  this  History  of 
Prime  Minifters,  all  Mankind  may  judge ; 
but  the  Author  was  willing  to  have  a  large 
Catalogue^  variety  of  Crimes^  and  variety 
of  violent  T)eaths,  He  feems  to  have  re- 
ceived a  double  Portion  of  the  T^r/f^^s  Spi- 
rit, and  is  never  pleafcd,  but  when  defcribing 
the  wicked  Ads  of  licentious  Favourites^ 
faucily  infinuating  to  M  . . .  .  y  from  former 
Examples,  that  Subjects  have  defy'd,  impri- 
fon'd,  and  even  murder'd  Kings  on  various 

Pretences,   which  fhould  warn  him- of 

what furely,  of  never  having  any  thing 

to  do  with  thofe,   who  prefuming  on  the 
Lenity  of  out'  Laws^    and  the  juftice  of 
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the  prefent  A dmintjl ration^  have  dared  to 
throw  out  fuch  hints  of  their  bafe  and  bloody 
Intentions. 

The  Reign  of  Edward  the  fir  ft  is,  by 
the  Author  of  the  Short  History,  ad- 
mitted to  have  been  equally  glorious  for  the 
'Prince^  and  happy  for  the  People  :  This 
(as  it  was  natural  for  him  to  do)  he  a- 
fcribes  to  that  Monarch's  making  no  ufe  of 
a  Trime  Minifter,  As  every  Man  has  an 
equal  Right  of  obferving  on  htfiorical 
Events ;  fo  on  confidering  what  Hifto^ 
rtans  have  written  of  Affairs  under  this 
Prince,  I  am  led  to  imagine,  that  another 
more  probable  Caufe  may  be  aflign'd  for 
the  Profperity  which  King  Edward,  for 
the  moll:  part,  enjoy'd  :  It  is  this.  The 
perfonal  Reputation  vj\\\Qki  Edward  had  at- 
tain'd  for  Courage  and  Condufl:  before  his 
AccefHon  to  the  Crown^  rendered  him  fo 
formidable  to  the  Barons^  that  they  were 
lefs  inclin'd  to  league  and  confederate  them- 
felves  againfl  him,  than  againft  his  Ancejiors^ 
"whofe  Difpofitions  they  knew  were  biaifed 
towards  Peace  ;  which  therefore  they  were 
for  attaining  at  any  rate.  The  befl:  Authors 
remark,  that  he  made  it  his  chief  Care  to 
keep  Things  quiet  here,  fometimes  treat- 
ing the  Barons  civilly,  fometimes  coarfe- 
ly,  as  Things  flood  at  the  Time  Difputes 
happened .  In  fine,  he  was  a  perfed  Judge 
when  to  pei*fift,   and  when  to  give  way, 

which 


which  enabled  Iiim  by  degrees  to  efta- 
blifh  his  Authority  fo  effedually,  as  to 
render  it  impoflible  for  Confpiracies  to 
be  undertaken  by  the  Malecontents  with 
any  Hopes  of  Succefs.  This,  together 
with  his  exad  Diftribution  of  Jullice, 
even  to  the  meanell  of  the  People,  and  a 
Readinefs  to  undertake  whatever  might 
contribute  to  the  Trofit  or  Glory  of  the 
Nation^  made  him  the  Darling  of  the 
'Populace^  and  the  Terror  of  thofe  Noble^ 
men,  who  were  otherwife  prone  enough 
to  throw  Things  into  Confufion*  His 
Vigilance,  Power,  and  great  Stock  of 
Glory,  made  him  hold  the  Reins  of  Go- 
'vernment  without  Trouble,  and  enabled 
him  to  leave  his  Son  a  Crown  without 
Difpute  or  Difadvantage. 

King  Edward  the  fecond  was  a  Mo- 
narch of  mean  Spirit ;  he  did  not  love,  but 
dote  on  his  Favourites,  without  jult  Ground 
or  Reafon.  Gaveston  he  recalPd,  not 
only  againft  the  Command  given  liim  by 
his  dying  Father,  but  alfo  againft  his  own 
folemn  Promifc,  ratified  by  an  Oath.  This 
Man  had  Wit,  and  many  genteel  Ac- 
complilliments  ;  but  he  had  no  Capacity, 
no  Turn  for  Toliticks^  was  hafty  and 
vain-glorious,  proud  and  extravagantly 
profufe.  'Tis  true,  he  difpos'd  of  all 
Employments ;   yet,   in   the  main,  he  was 

D  rather 
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rather  the  King's  Minmi^   than  his  Minu 
Jier  ;  for  in  Edv; arc's  thoughtlefs  Courts, 
Balls  were  the  Bufinefs^  and   fplendid  En- 
tertainment s  the  iirmoft  Stretch  of  royal 
^ower    and  Wifdom,     The   Barons^  hav- 
ing    by    feveral     Experiments     difcover'd 
the  Ttijillanimity  of  their  So veraiga's  Tem- 
per, at   laft  fet   up  a   new  Form  of   G<?- 
vernment^  to  which  the  Kr:g  was  forced 
to  fabmit  ;   and  quickly  after,   pretending 
he    had   broke  in    on   fome  of   thefe  Ar- 
ticles, they  waged  open  War  againft  him, 
taking    Scarborough    Caftle,    wherein    Ga- 
*i)eflon   was,    granting  him    Terms   in    his 
Capitulation  ;  -  which    the    Earl   of  War- 
wick  afterwards   broke   through,   and  put 
him   to    Death  ;   an  AiEt    ieverely  animad- 
verted on  by   Rapin.     The  Spencers^  Fa- 
ther   and   Son,    foon    gain'd    as    great   an 
Afcendant  over  King  Edward  as  his  for- 
mer Favourite  ;  though  at  firft  they  were 
in  the  Barons  Inrereft,  and  young  Sfenccr 
was    by    them    brought    to    Court,    and 
placed  near  the   King's  Perfon,  as   a  Spy. 
It  mufi:  be  acknowledg'd,  that  thefe  were 
moft    unfettled  Times,    in    which    Fraud 
and    DiiTimulation    were    fcarce    thought 
Crimes.     The  Conftitucion  differ'd  widely 
from  what  it   is  at   prefent  ;    the  Barons 
looked    on    the  King    as    their    Enemy  ; 
the  King  regarded   them   with  as  evil  an 
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Eye  ;  and  the  poor  People  flood  equally 
ia  fear  of  both.     The  elder  Spencer  had 
an    exceeding  good  Chara£ler  till  the  Ad- 
vancement  of   his   Son,    and  at  firft  gave 
him  good  InftruQions  ;  but  by  degrees,  too 
much  Power,  join'd  to  that  Envy  which  is 
fnrc  to  accompany  it,  turned  their  Brains, 
and  they  became  iniolent  to   the  lali  De- 
gree.    No  doubt   can   be   made    that  the 
Barons^  on    the  firft  Advancement  of  the 
Spencers^    ufed   them  difdainfully,    and  in 
a  Manner  which  plainly  fhew'd,  that  they 
confider'd    them    as   Enemies.     This   pro- 
voked the  Favourites,   who   found  Means 
to    raife   an   Army,  whereby,  the  Barons 
being   routed,  the  great  Earl  of  Lancajier 
loft   his  Life,    by  a   Sentence  pronounc'd 
in   the  Prefcnce   of  the  Father   and   Son. 
In    the  mean    time,    IfabelLi    the    §ueeti 
had    an    Amour   with    young    Mortimer^ 
a  Prifoner  in  the  To'ouer^   whofe  Life   fhe 
protected,  though  fought  by  the  Spencers, 
Afterwards  he  made  his  Efcape,  and  went 
into   FraficCy    whither    the   Queen    quick- 
ly found  a  Pretence  to  follow  !iim,  with 
her  Son  Prince  Ed-joard :  There  the  Z,oi;^ 
of  the  Tiiblick^  the  Peer  of  falling  again 
under  the  Subje&ion  of  the  Spencers^  the 
Thirji   of  Glory ^    and  a  Criminal  TaJJioVy 
prevailed    altogether    on    Ifabella    to    at- 
tempt  difpolTeiling    lier    Husband    of   his 
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Crown,  and  revene;ing  heiTeli'  on  his 
Minions,  In  this  ihe  fucceeded  to  her 
Wilh.  Brifiol^  where  old  Spencer  had 
fled  for  Shelter,  quickly  furrender^d ;  and 
he,  at  the  Age  of  Ninety,  was,  with- 
out Trial,  hang'd  up  in  his  Armour. 
Not  long  after,  the  King  himfelf  and  the 
younger  Spencer  fell  into  her  Hands ; 
the  latter  fhe  caufed  to  be  hanged  on  a 
very  high  Gibbet ;  and  foon  after  Ed^ 
ward  his  Maftcr  was  bafely  murder'd. 
Such  a  Mixture  of  Tatriotifm  and  Trea- 
fon^  Jufiice  and  Cruelty^  publick  Sp^ 
rit  and  private  Revenge^  hardly  perhaps, 
if  ever,  appearM  at  once  in  any  Na- 
tion. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  trace  far- 
ther the  Current  of  this  Invective  a- 
gainfl:  Men  in  Power  ;  the  Remarks 
which  I  have  already  made,  are  fuffi- 
cienfe  to  {hew  that  the  Author  had  not 
the  Information  of  his  Readers  in  view, 
but  aimed  folcly  at  influencing  their  Paf- 
fions,  and  inlpiring  them  with  Rage  and 
Hatred  againft  a  moil:  Noble  Terfon^ 
who,  by  meer  Dint  of  his  Integrity,  hath, 
for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  preftrv'd  his 
Honour  and    his   Places^    in   fpire  of  all 

the   fine  Speeches  of and  all    the  tart 

Papers  in  the  Craftfman 

This  Short  Hiftory^  and  all  the  vari- 
ous Hiftories    contain'd    in    it,    have   not 

the 


the  lead;  to  do  with  the  prefent  Times. 
The  Conjiitution  is  much  ahcrM  fince 
the  Reigns  of  the  Vlantagenets.  Our 
Kings  do  not  pretend  to  fuch  extenfive 
'Prerogatives -J  our  Nobles  are  no  longer 
in  a  Condition  to  give  Law  to  their 
Soveraign^  nor  to  opprefs  their  'Depen- 
dants-^ the  Teople  have  their  juft  Rights 
and  Privileges,  which  none  can  invade 
except  the  Legijlature ;  and  that  would 
be  fuch  an  extravagant  A£l  cf  folHU 
cal  Self- Murder  as  no  Man  need  to  be 
afraid  of. 

In.  the  many  Inftances  recorded  by  the 
Short  Hiftory  Writer  of  ruined  M'tnU 
fters  and  Favourites  cut  off  by ;  pub^ 
lick  Hate^  there  are  none  mentioned  but 
fuch  as  were  charg'd  with,  and  moftly 
convi£led  of,  Crimes  againft  the  knowA 
La^ws  of  the  Land,  as  well  as  againft 
the  fublick  Safety.  But  which  way  will 
the    defigned     Tarallel   hold  ?     Has    the 

prefent  M r,  as  they    affc6i:    to  call 

him,  ever  been  charged  with  any  thing 
in  a  legal  Way  ?  Has  there  been  any 
one  fo  hardy,  as  to  offer  an  Acculliticn 
againft  him  in  a  Place  where  he  might 
have  been  call'd  to  Account  ?  Have  not 
his  Enemies  kept  continually  to  Gene- 
rals^  and  never  dared  to  condefcend  to 
particulars,    for   fear    of  meeting  with  a 

glaring 


(30) 

glaring  Refutation  ?  If  thefc  Men  fliould 
now,  or  at  any  time,  fucceed,  by  their 
infolent  AiTertions,  and  overbearing  Be- 
haviour towards  their  Tr'tnce^  would  it 
not  open  fuch  a  Rent  in  our  Qonfli- 
tut'ion  as  could  not  be  clofed  ?  Who 
would  ierve  the  State  m  *Profpe£i  of 
Ruin  ?  Who  would  aim  at  doing  the 
Tublkk  Service^  to  be  rewarded  with 
their  Hate  as  foon  as  they  are  fatia- 
ted  with  the  Benefits  conferred  upon 
them  ? 

But  above  all,  how  hard  mufl:  the 
Condition  of  a  Brit'tjh  Monarch  be,  if 
he  lofe  the  Power  of  prote£ling  even 
his  innocent  Servants  ?  If  fo  be  the 
King's  Minister  mull:  necefTarily  in- 
cur the  Hate  of  his  Subje6is^  and  ex- 
pofe  a  worthy  Man  to  the  Purfuit  of 
thofe  violent  Spirits  who  are  in  Love 
with  Change,  and  thirft  for  Blood,  who 
can  Kings  expect  about  them  ?  Or  what 
Confequence  can  this  have,  but  to  make 
Princes  Tyrants  or  Slaves  ? 

Men  therefore  of  Moderation,  who 
love  their  Country,  and  have  a  due 
Refped  for  the  Cfown^  will  judge  of 
Things  as  they  appear  after  due  Con- 
fideration  ;  they  will  be  warm  in  tlie 
Intere/t  of  Liberty^  and  yet  loyal  to 
the   Terfon  of   their  Trinces  •    they   will 

difdain 


(p ) 

difdain  Slavery^  and  ftill  dread  the  do- 
ing the  fmalieft  Injury  to:  the  Confti" 
tiit'ton  ;  they  will  refpe£t  the  King^s  Mi^ 
mfters^  wliile  they  a£t  in  Concert  with 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People.  In 
fine,  they  will  efteem  it  their  Duty  to 
defend  a  Government^  while  it  prote6is 
them. 


FINIS. 


«i-jt/^ 


